
           

 

Language Norms Quick Guide  
This developmental information is a guide rather than fixed milestones. The approximate age ranges are drawn from a number of sources, including the textbooks of Wiig & Semel, 
Paul & Norbury, Owens and WordBank data from the Macarthur-Bates research group. There is expected variation between sources and individual children. Language sampling 
and sampling is influenced by language exposure, social, cultural and contextual factors. For this reason, the age ranges should be considered as general developmental patterns 
and likely sequences, rather than hard cut-offs for determining language skills. Interpretation should always consider the context and use information from multiple sources! 

Age Adjectives Prepositions Pronouns Wh-questions Coordinating 
Conjunctions 

Subordinating 
Conjunctions 

1:6-2:0 yucky 
yum up 

I 
me 
 

   

2;0–2;6 

wet 
dirty 
hot 
cold 
big 
naughty  
asleep 

in 
off 
down 

my 
you 
he 
she 
them 
your 

what  and  

2;6–3;0 

little 
noisy 
sticky 
clean 
dry 
gentle 
careful 
nice 
pretty 
heavy 
quiet/loud  
soft/hard  

on 
under 
out of 
away from 

we 
you 
they 
 

who 
where   
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Age Adjectives Prepositions Pronouns Wh-questions Coordinating 
Conjunctions 

Subordinating 
Conjunctions 

fast/slow 
new/old  
empty/full 
good/bad 
first 

3;0–3;6 

same 
hard 
some 
long 

toward 
 

him 
her 
his 
us 

which but because  
 

3;6–4;0 light  
high 

in front of 
behind 
next to 
around 

Its 
 

when (emerging, 
often inconsistent) 
why (emerging) 

or 
if 
so 
when (emerging) 

4;0–4;6 short  
last 

beside 
 our (range to 5.0)    

4;6–5;0 

thin 
different 
low 
 

  
how 
how many/much 
(emerging) 

 after / before-
(consolidating) 
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